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Friday, 23 January 2004

UNMIK Disputes Belgrade Report on Mass Graves
PRISTINA – Some media reports have quoted a senior Belgrade official as stating that there are 198 mass graves in Kosovo. The Office on Missing Persons and Forensics (OMPF) would like to categorically state that no evidence has been provided to OMPF regarding existence of any mass graves in Kosovo. Such unfounded statements reflect a lack of sensitivity to an issue that is extremely emotive and causes considerable anguish for all affected families.

Mortal remains are exhumed, identified and returned to the concerned families regardless of ethnicity. All families have the right to know the fate and whereabouts of their loved ones, regardless of ethnic background. OMPF is concerned with speeding up the process of the return of mortal remains and continues to solicit the cooperation of all concerned to lessen the trauma to the affected families. 
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